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not being suffered to touch him, they speedily withdrew.   Others were
exposed to a furious bull, which had already gored and tossed into the
air several infidels who had ventured too near, and left them half dead:
only the martyrs he could not approach;  he stopped, and stood scraping
the dust with his feet, and though he seemed to endeavour it with his
utmost might, butting with his horns on every side, and pawing the
ground with his feet, being also urged on by red-hot iron goads, it was all
to no purpose.   After repeated trials of this kind with other wild beasts,
with as little success as the former, the saints were slain by the sword,
and their bodies cast into the sea.   Others who refused to sacrifice were
beaten to death, or burned, or executed divers  other ways."    This
happened in the year 304, under Veturius, a Roman general, in the reign
of Diocletian.

The church on this day commemorates the other holy martyrs, whose
crown was deferred till 310.   The principal of these was St Tyrannic,
Bishop of Tyre, who had been present at the glorious triumph of the
former, and encouraged them in their conflict.   He had not the comfort
to follow them till six years after, when, being conducted from Tyre to
Antioch, with St Zenobius, a holy priest and physician of Sidon, after
many torments he was thrown into the sea, or rather into the river Oronte$,
upon which Antioch stands,  at twelve miles distance from the sea,
Zenobius expired on the rack, whilst his sides and body were furrowed
and laid open with iron hooks and nails.   St Sylvanus, Bishop of Emisa,
in Phoenicia, was, some time after, under Maximinus, devoured by wild
beasts in the midst of his own city, with two companions, after having
governed that church forty years.   Peleus and Nilus, two other Egyptian
priests, in Palestine, were consumed by fire with some others.   St Sylvanus,
Bishop of Gaza, was condemned to the copper mines of Phcenon, near
Petm, in Arabia, and afterward beheaded there with thirty-nine others*

St Tyrannic is commemorated on the soth of February in the Roman
Martyrology, with those who suffered under Veturius, at Tyre, in 304;
St Zenobius, the priest and physician of Sidon, who suffered with him at
Antioch, on the 29th of October; St Sylvanus of Emisa, to whom the
Mcnology gives many companions, on the 6th of February; St Sylvanus
of Gaza, on the 29th of May.

The love of Christ triumphed in the hearts of so many glorious martyrs*
upon racks, in the midst of boiling furnaces, or flames, and in the claws
$r teeth of furious wild beasts* How many, inflamed with his love, have
fentket* til things to follow him, despising honours, riches, pleasures,
wd tine endearments of worldly friends, to take up their crosses, and walk
with constancy in the narrow paths of a most austere penitential life!
We alto pretend to kw him; but what effect has this love upon us?